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Message From
the Head of School

Dear parents,

Saturday, June 18, 2022, ushered in seven
consecutive days of celebration as the
extraordinary campus of GEMS
International School Cairo opened to its
community and the public for the very
first time. From the groundbreaking in
August 2020, the building has caught the
attention and admiration of countless
passersby, as well as those following the
building progress online.

In less than two years, the doors swung
open to extraordinary acclaim as we

celebrated not only the stunning
facilities, but our Partners in Success -
investors, contractors, builders, vendors,
the EEP corporate team, our GISC staff
members and educators, and most
importantly, our most valuable partners,
our parents and students.

Fueled by a simple but powerful mission
and vision statement, GEMS
International School Cairo truly
represents a dream come true in its
quest for the absolute best educational
experience for our students and

families. To see the smiles, the looks of awe,
and the wide-open eyes of astonishment
was a true joy as our senior leadership team
led hundreds of stakeholders through the
building over the course of the past week.

We certainly hope that you and your child
were able to see firsthand the promise that
is GISC at our parent tours and Student Day.
If not, we look forward to welcoming you to
Meet the Teacher on September 1.

Catherine Spencer

GISC Office Hours will be from 9 am to
2pm beginning July 3rd through August
4th.

Please note that the school will be closed
during Eid vacation beginning 10th of
July through 14th of July.
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Questions

First week for
Early Years
(PrekK, KG1, KG2)

Transportation

Cameras

School Hours

After School Activities
(ASA)

Stationery

Bags

Uniforms

Contact

Parent / Student
Handbook

Answers

The children will be assigned specific days and times to come
during the first week. This will help the students adjust, reduce
stress, and help separation anxiety. For example, John will arrive
on Monday for 2 hours. He will come on Wednesday for 4 hours
and then a full day on Thursday. Parents will be allowed to stay for
30 mins in the class or until the students are settled.

GISC operations team is hard at work finalizing the logistics and
all details will be shared in the August Newsletter. These
procedures will include drop off, pick up, and buses.

We have sufficient cameras throughout the building and in all our
shared spaces, and we trust that our families understand that we
will be providing a safe atmosphere for our students and staff
without having cameras in each classroom.

The students will start their lessons at 8.00 am. Students are
expected to be in school no earlier than 7.45 am. The school doors
will close at 8.10 am. This means no student may enter the school
after 8.10 am without 24 hours prior written notice. The school
day will end at 2.45 pm. However, due to bus routes this may
change to 3.00 pm. Confirmation in the August newsletter.

Our ASA coordinator will send a survey to our parents during the
first term of school. Based on the survey we will start the ASA
program within our second term of school.

A list of required supplies will be sent out in August.

Students may carry their bag of choice. Students in PreK, KG1, and
KG2 will only require a small bag for their breakfast, lunch, snack,
and communication book. The dimensions of the kindergarten
bags should be no bigger than 30cm height and 45cm width.

Uniforms will be ready online and at school in August. We
encourage students in their Early Years to have a spare set of
clothes that is the school uniform, so they do not feel out of place
if they have an accident.

For any questions, please contact our Front of House, Ms. Nada,
n.sherif _gic@gemsedu.com or our Parent Relations Executive,
Ms. Alia, pre_gicddgemsedu.com

This will be released to our families in August and accessible
through our Learning Platform, Toddle. We encourage you to read
it thoroughly as it should answer all your questions.

More information and details will be coming to you in the first week of August.
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Parent Checklist

e Complete bus registration (School Transport)
e Sign the parent contract in person at GISC

e Provide all official registration documents to Admissions

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE G2 -G8

From Pre-K through Grade 1, our classrooms will be equipped with class sets of iPads for
daily student use. From Grades 2 through 5, we ask that each student bring their own
iPad to maximize their learning. For Grade 6 and on, students are requested to bring
their own MacBooks (Air is sufficient) to reflect the increased sophistication of the
secondary learning environment.

BYOD Grades 2-5 iPad (256 GB storage) peripheral keyboard
BYOD Grades 6-8 MacBook Air with M1 chip or MacBook Pro (minimum 256 GB storage)
Validity of discounts from Switch Plus extended to July 30th

We will update discount rate when we receive Back to School Program date from Apple
during July. Offer valid through all Switch Plus branches.

Introducing Our GISC
Teachers

Huda Negm - My name is Hoda Negm and | am extremely

delighted to be teaching Kindergarten for the GEMS | s
International School in Rehab. | was born and raised in r wh |
New York City and lived with my two sisters and parents. “

| love to run marathons and play at the park with my dog, i&”}*t - F
Rona. n\ ).

For the past 13 years, | have taught Primary grades. | have taught in countries such as
the USA, China, Indonesia, and Egypt. | hold a US Teacher Certification by the State of
Washington, DC and have attained a Qualified Teacher Status, QTS from the UK
Department for Education. As a reflective and enthusiastic teacher, | am dedicated to
enabling young minds to develop and achieve the foundational knowledge and skills
needed to become lifelong learners. Through my experience as an Early Years Educator,
I have developed my philosophy of valuing each child as an individual, as well as part of
a community. | aim to give children many learning opportunities that engage and
motivate them to become Global Citizens. A good education is my core belief; it is the
single most important thing we can impart to the younger generation. While living in
China for 5 years, | have learned the true meaning of being open minded as well as
adapting to any environment | come across. | am grateful to have taught so many young
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children as well as have learned from so many great educators and leaders around the
world. | am currently the Early Years Lead Practitioner alongside being the Preschool
Teacher at The British School of Rehab TBS GEMS, one of the GISC sister schools in
Egypt. | am pleased and honored to continue being in the GEMS Family. | look forward
to seeing you all in the new Academic School year Zaijian.

Ms. Eman Zidan - Eman Zidan is the Arabic HOD for GEMS
International School Cairo-Egypt with more than
seventeen years of experience working alongside the
educational team of several prestigious schools in the
Middle East.

In pursuit of the highest standards of educational quality as ARABIC TEACHER &
COORDINATOR, IB (International Baccalaureate) CONSULTANT, MYP/DP Workshop
Leader, Examiner & VSTM at International Baccalaureate. Eman strives to always be a
dedicated educational leader who is passionate about providing the best educational
experiences for all. Eman currently lives in Cairo, and spends her free time with her
family, hiking, reading, and traveling.

“I can tell you that even seriously important people are human. | like getting people
excited about the things I'm excited about. I'm always looking to brush up my language
skills over coffee. If you challenge me to Star Wars trivia, | will win! I'm currently trying
my hand at (very amateur) podcasting.”

Some of our lovely photos for Parents tours and Students Day
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Admissions Update
Some seats are still available in KG1, G1, G4, G6, G7 and G8.

Here's your chance to be part of the GISC family.

If you are interested in joining us

Welcome to the Future!
Welcome to GISC!

Our Legacy

Inspiring | Future By Fearless
Leaders | Thinkers | AmPassadors § Explorers

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
TO KNOW!

@ registrar_gic@gemsedu.com
01061618302
01061618103 WEBSITE

ETE

[ ass
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Date

4 Sept*

29 Sept

6 Oct

9-13 Oct

27 Oct

24 Nov

18 Dec - 5Jan
8 Jan*

26 Jan*

23 Feb

28 Feb - 2 Mar
5 Mar

30 Mar

16-23 Apr

27 Apr*

4 May*
1June

26 June

30

Detail

First Day of Shool

PD Half Day for Students
Armed Forces Day
Break

PD Half Day for Students
PD Half Day for Students
Winter Break

Back to School
Revolution Day

PD Half Day for Students
Break

Back to School

PD Half Day for Students

Break/ Coptic Easter/ Sham El Nessim/ Eid El Fitr

Sinai Liberation Day
Labor Day

PD Half Day for Students
Last Day of School

*Dates to be confirmed
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