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GEMS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

CAIRO

Welcome to the Future

Welcome to GISC!

A Message From the Principal

Ms. Catherine Spencer

What a joy it is for us to welcome all of you,
new and old, to school year 2023-24 at GEMS
International School Cairo. In our second full
year of operation, we have doubled our
enrollment to nearly 650 students! With this
growth comes continued refinement of
school logistics and we very much appreciate
your patience and flexibility as we review
daily the best ways to ensure our students
and families are safe and secure. This year our
students represent an increasingly diverse
group from nearly twenty different nationali-
ties, many recently relocating to Cairo from
their home countries. May we all embrace
each member of our school family, many of
whom have left behind very traumatic diffi-
culties in their home countries. Our GISC
mission supports both the academic and
emotional growth of our students, and we all
share in this mission.



Exciting Milestones in Our

Accreditation Journey

Our new faculty members
share a wide range of interna-
tional experience coming to us
from teaching and leading
international schools in China,
Sudan, Viet Nam, Indonesia,
South Korea. The educational
staff represents many different
nationalities (Egypt, UK
[England and Scotland], US,
Sudan, Germany, Russia,
Ukraine, Azerbaijan, South
Africa, Lebanon) and they bring
a wealth of educational and
cultural backgrounds to GISC
We have also achieved two
significant milestones this past
summer as we aspire to

provide the best in GEMS and
IB education for our families.
After our Cognia review visit in
May, we received full accredita-
tion and were honored with a
School of Distinction recogni-
tion for outstanding education-
al provision for our students
including program, teaching
and learning, facilities, and
resources. We all deserve to
celebrate this achievement
after only one year of operation!
In August, we received official
confirmation of International
Baccalaureate Program Diplo-
ma candidate status. This puts
us on the path to successfully

open the IBDP to students in
Grades 11 and 12 from 2025. As
the gold standard for secondary
schools and college admissions,
GISC is proud to enter this phase
of our IB journey.

Our official site visit dates for
both PYP and MYP are now con-
firmed for October 29 and 30
(MYP) and November 6 and 7
(PYP). We truly look forward to
welcoming IB visitors to our very
special learning environment,
and we will be requesting some
parents to serve as GISC repre-
sentatives in dialogue sessions
with the visitors.
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If you attended Parent Orientation and Meet the Teacher Day last week,
you will have been introduced to many new faces on our support staff
who will assist you throughout this coming year:

Dr. Noha Doss, School Doctor

Ms. Amira, School Nurse

Ms. Sara Afifi, Events and Activities Coordinator (including ASAS)

Ms. Habeba, Yomna, Sarah (KG) — FOH reception

Ms. Esraa Zahra - PA to Head of Elementary and Head of Early Years

We congratulate the Ms. Nada Sherif

following support staff :
. Parent Relations PA to Head of Second-
onh promotions: Executive (PRE) ary/ 1B Coordinator

And of course, a very warm welcome to our new senior leadership team
members:

Mr. Mark Broom Mr. James (Jim)
Merry

Head of Elementary Head of Secondary

Many events and activities are already planned for the days and weeks ahead, so
please carefully review all commmunications from the PRE and level leaders.

Thank you for joining us in realizing the dream
that is GISC: We see genius in every child! We

TODDLE: Please note that we are enable them to make an impact!

working closely with Toddle to
ensure all parents and students
have access next week. New Catherine Spencer,
parents will have training on how Head of School

to maximize their use of our

learning management platform.

Warmest regards,
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