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Message From
the Head of School

Dear GISC parents and students,

What an exciting few weeks we have had at GISC! Despite the worldwide supply chain
complications, we are READY! Our building passed its Ministry inspection earlier this month
thanks to the heroic effort of our operations and purchasing teams. Our GISC staff will move
onto the new campus before the end of the month, and our Grand Opening Event is now
finally scheduled for Sunday, June 19! We are hopeful that a founding family member of
GEMS Worldwide will be our special guest! We will also open the campus to scheduled
parent tours the remainder of the week, and we will host a Student Meet and Greet on
Saturday, June 25. We will have two separate sessions, one for primary (AM) and one for
secondary (PM).

Enrolled parent tours on June 20-23 will be scheduled via a sign-up through our PRE office
and you will receive your personal invitation next week. Students (G1 - 8) will also receive an
invitation to the Student Day scheduled for Saturday, June 25. \We can't wait to see all of
you and welcome you to your new home!

GISC is proud to announce its membership in the United Nations Global Schools Program
(supporting UN Sustainable Development Goals), and we have also recently gained affiliate
membership in NESA (Near East South Asia Council of Schools). The Near East South Asia
Council of Overseas Schools is a non-profit association of private, independent American/
International schools serving students and their families in North Africa, the Middle East and
South Asia.
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Introducing Our GISC
Teachers

We continue to introduce to you our outstanding GISC teacher team, and this month we
feature KGI1, G1, and G4 teachers as well as our MYP English and Individuals and Societies
teacher. Enjoy getting to know them, and we are hopeful that some of our new teachers
will be able to join us on June 25 to meet our fabulous students!

Jay and Anina Hinkley- A Teaching Duo

We are the Hinkleys. We are a teaching couple, one from the US and
the other from Slovakia! We both are avid travelers and love
experiencing the buffet of cultures that this world has dished up for
us to enjoy.

We have worked around the world and are about to teach on our fourth continent! This
is such an amazing world with even more amazing people, and we are eager to
experience Egypt as a local. It is you that we are excited to learn from and we will
reciprocate that with your amazing children! Ms. Anina.

My name is Anina, from Slovakia, and | am the brains and looks of this teaching team! |
am a PYP educator with 12 years of experience from early years to grade 2.

| hold a Masters of Education in Advanced Teaching Grades K-8 and Egypt will be my 9th
country to live in. From the US to Slovakia to the UK, Czechia, Spain, Indonesia, China and
Cambodia.

| speak 4 languages fluently and 2 passively, and please feel free to inquire with me
about what they are. | look forward to helping our new GISC campus and more
importantly, your geniuses grow to their full potential.

Hi everyone, | am Mr. Jay, the other one! | am also an experienced PYP educator, and |
have been teaching for 18 years, and of those, 12 have been internationally. | have lived
everywhere Anina has except the UK and | add Portugal and Bahrain to my list.

| am also a trained chef and hold 2 of the top 10 least paying professional degrees in the
world, “Hospitality” and a Masters of Education, but you need to be passionate about
both to make them careers.

| love exploring the world one taste and country at a time and | offer up those flavors at
Wingstation Grill, my food truck! | have currently visited 47 countries and look forward to
exploring Egypt and the great continent of Africa. | am so excited to join you, our new
family at GISC and can't wait to share learning journeys with your children.
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Mr. Mark Voss

My name is Mark Voss, and I'm excited to be a Middle Years Program
instructor of Individuals and Societies and English Language and
Literature at GEMS International School Cairo. I'm very happy to be
back in my favorite country, Egypt, and I'm thrilled to be a part of
this wonderful educational community at GEMS.

| had the opportunity to live in Egypt between 2003-2005 when | studied Arabic at the
American University in Cairo as part of my Master’s program in Middle Eastern Studies at
the University of Arizona. During my time in Cairo, | fell in love with Egypt and her history,
culture, and people and feel fortunate to regard this incredible country as a second
home. | discovered my passion for teaching while at the University of Arizona where |
taught courses in Middle Eastern history and religions for five years. Helping students
discover their own love of learning and cultivating their sense of wonder for the world
around them is what drives me to teach, whether it has been at the college level or
teaching 6th graders in underserved communities in Tucson, Arizona. I'm so glad to be
able to share this passion with the amazing students here at GEMS.

In addition to my Master's in Middle Eastern Studies, | hold a Master's in American
Studies (history) from the University of Mississippi and received my Baccalaureate in
European History from Vanderbilt University. When not teaching | have worked as a
global communications officer for the Estee Lauder Corporation in New York City;
managed a group of State Department Critical Language Scholarship recipients at Noor
Majan Arabic Language Institute in lbri, Oman; was a Communications Manager for
Coptic Orphans in Fairfax, Virginia; and most recently | served as a special advisor to the
Chairman of the National Endowment for the Humanities in Washington, D.C.

In my free time, | enjoy reading about Mamluk History and exploring Cairo, and I'm also
passionate about photography, travel, art, opera, and horseback riding. | also spend a lot
of time thinking of creative ways to make history and literature engaging, accessible, and
meaningful for my students.
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4 Sept* First Day of Shool
We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 29 Sept PD Half Day for Students

6 Oct Armed Forces Day
3 4@ s 6 ® 2 s 913 Oct

Break
27 Oct PD Half Day for Students
10 11 12 4 5 6 7 8 9 24 Nov

PD Half Day for Students
15 16 17 18 M2 13 14 15 16 18 Dec- 5 Jan

Winter Break
8Jan* Back to School

26 Jan* Revolution Day
22 23 24 25 18 19 20 21 22 23 23 Feb PD Half Day for Students

28 Feb - 2 Mar Break
29 30 3l 25 26 27 28 29 30 S Mar Back to School
30 Mar PD Half Day for Students
16-23 Apr Break/ Coptic Easter/ Sham El Nessim/ Eid El Fitr

27 Apr* Sinai Liberation Day
- 4 May* Labor Day
‘ . 1June [ PD Half Day for Students
26 June Last Day of School
[ :

*Dates to be confirmed
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